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nobility of the Low Countries, but vie with most royal families in Europe;
the former having given five emperors to the German?, -everal kings to
Hungary and Bohemia, a queen to France* and innumerable renowned
heroes, whose great actions are famous in the histories of Europe and the
East. But none of their exploits have reflected so zreat a lustre on these
families as the humility of our St Peter. He was son to Guy of Luxemburg,
count of Ligny, and to Maud, countess of St Pol; and was born at Ligny,
a small town in Lorrain, in the diocese of Toul, in 1369* He was nearly
related to the emperor Wenceslas, Sigismund, king of Hungary, and
Charles VI, king of France. He lost his pious father at three years of age,
and his most virtuous mother a year after; but his devout aunt, the countess
of Orgieres and countess dowager of St Pol, took care of his education, and
made a prudent choice of most virtuous persons whom she placed about
him. By the excellent example and precepts of his masters, and the strong
impressions of an early grace, he seemed formed by nature to perfect virtue.
In his tender age the least sallies of the passions seemed rather prevented
than subdued; and his ardour in the pursuit of virtue so far surpassed
the ordinary capacity of children of his tender age that it was a matter
of astonishment to all that knew him. His assiduity and fervour in prayer,
his secret self-denials, great abstemiousness, and, above all, his love of
humility in an age when others are usually governed only by the senses,
seemed a miracle of divine grace. He made a private vow of perpetual
chastity before he was seven years of age, and he contrived by a hundred
little artifices that no poor person should ever be dismissed wherever he
was without an alms. At ten years of age he was sent to Paris, where he
studied Latin, philosophy, and the canon law. In the meantime his eldest
brother, Valeran, count of St Pol, was taken prisoner by the English in a
battle in which they defeated the French and Flemings in Flanders. Upon
the news that his brother was made prisoner and sent to Calais, Peter,
in 1381, interrupted his studies, went over to London, and delivered him-
self up a hostage for his brother till his ransom should be paid. The
English were charmed with his extraordinary virtue, and after he had
stayed a year in London, generously gave him his liberty, saying his word
was a sufficient pledge and security for the ransom stipulated. King
Richard II invited him to his court; but Peter excused himself and
hastened back to Paris to his studies. His watchings and fasts were very
austere, and he made no visits but such as were indispensable) or to
persons of extraordinary virtue, from whose conversation and example
he might draw great spiritual advantage for the benefit of his own soul,
With this view he often resorted to Philip of Maisiers, a person eminently
endowed with the double spirit of penance and prayer, who, having been
formerly chancellor of the kingdoms of Jerusalem and Cyprus, led for
twenty-five years a retired life in the convent of the Celestines in Paris